
THE YEAR OF THE COVID 
This year will remain in our memory as the year of masks, 
lockdown, and hand sanitiser. 

For some, the Covid-19 experience has been an opportunity to reflect on our 
lives; for some the hardship of lockdown and the constant uncertainty caused 
anxiety and distress. I am grateful to our teachers and support staff who worked 
hard during lockdown and throughout the pandemic to engage with children 
and whanau while dealing with their own fears and commitments. I am grateful 
that whanau allowed us into their living rooms during Zoom sessions and 
supported us in our work of education and engagement.  
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Staff News 
We welcomed Mrs Abby 
Tinning and Whaea Tricia 
Rowe to our teaching team. 
We farewell Whaea Maria 
Kewene-Edwards, Shelley 
Kennedy and Sarita Taurima. 

R.I.P. 
Our dear colleague and long 
time teacher Mrs. Judith 
Evans-Weir passed away 
during lockdown. Arohanui ki 
a ia me tana whanau pani 

Te Roopu Manaaki grew to 
45 tamariki in 2020 and was 
supported by strong 
attendance at monthly 
whanau hui.

PEAK ROLL 
Our roll continues to sit 

around the 270 mark but will 
drop in 2021 due to the 
large number of year 6 

leavers.

265

DEPART TO 
INTERMEDIATE 

We farewell a large group to 
DNI, Kavanagh and 

Balmacewen Intermediate.

54

DAYS OF LOCKDOWN 
Teachers delivered physical 
packs to many homes prior 
to lockdown and ran classes 

over ZOOM and SEESAW.

34



Progress 
The progress of students is cause for 
concern. 

Whilst reading results across the middle and 
senior school are in line with our expectations, 
the results from the six year assessments are 
worrying. Our benchmarks are higher than most 
schools and we do not always get all of the six 
year olds to that level but this year there is a 
significant number of children whose reading is 
not where we would like it to be. The junior 
staff believe this change is due to a number of 
factors: children starting at school well after 
they have turned five; children not always being 
read with at home; device use.  

This year Covid disrupted learning for many 
children. It is probable that a drop in reading 
scores is due in large part to the pandemic but 
the junior teachers have seen the above trends 
developing over the last few years. They are 
keen to run some parent workshops to address 
these matters. 

Maths across the school is strong except at the 
top level - this is a national problem which has 
had some media coverage recently. We have 
tried a number of ways to address this in recent 

years but the gains have not been great. We 
suspect the curriculum changes over the last two  
decades have caused this dip and we will watch 
the Ministry of Education’s review of 
mathematics with keen interest. 

The staff have been working on lifting writing 
skills for four years. This work continues. The 
results are pleasing.  

“The school celebrates 
170 years of education 
in the Valley in 2021” 

2

HE TANGATA HE TANGATA HE TANGATA 2020

PROPERTY AND FINANCE 
The School continues to operate within our budget and finished the 
year with healthy reserves. We were able to open a second new 
entrant class using money saved in previous years. 

Property projects slowed down because of Covid but the 
improvements to the upstairs of the Senior Block began late in the 
year. This area has been made more suitable for Te Roopu Manaaki 
which operates as a multi-level unit and will be ready for use in the 
new year. The administration block is due for a refresh as is the area 
around the school bell.
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